
TOWNSHIP OF SUMMIT
County of Jackson and State of Michigan

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE SUMMIT TOWNSHIP CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE IV, LAND USAGE,

BY THE ADDITION THERETO OF CHAPTER 156,
CREATING A CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS

At a regular meeting of the Summit Township Board, held in the Township Hall, on the 
_______ day of _____________, 2022, at ________ p.m., the following Amendment to the Summit 
Township Code of Ordinances by the addition thereto of Chapter 156, was offered by member 
_____________________________, and supported by ___________________________. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED, by the Township Board for the Township of Summit, 
Jackson County, Michigan, that the Summit Township Code of Ordinances shall be, and the 
same is hereby, amended by the addition thereto of Chapter 156, creating a Construction Board 
of Appeals, the same to read as follows:

§ 156.01 Short Title and Citation.  

This chapter shall be known and cited as the “Township of Summit Construction 
Board of Appeals Ordinance.”

§ 156.02 ___________________

A Construction Board of Appeals is hereby established pursuant to the 
provisions set forth in the Michigan Construction Code Act, being Act 230 of the 
Michigan Public Acts of 1972, as amended. 

§ 156.03 ___________________

All Ordinances which may have been previously enacted and which are in 
conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

§ 156.04 Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have 
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning: 

(a) Act shall refer to the State Construction Code Act of 1978, being 230 P.A. 
of 1978, as amended.



(b) Board of Appeals shall refer to the Construction Board of Appeals created 
by this Ordinance pursuant to the State Construction Code Act. 

(c) Code shall refer to the State Construction Code provided for in MCL 
125.1504, as amended, or a part of that code of limited application and 
includes a modification of or amendment to the code.  

(d) Commission shall refer to the State Construction Code Commission. 

(e) Enforcing agency shall mean the enforcing agent, as provided in the State 
Construction Code Act, which is responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of a nationally recognized model code or the State 
Construction Code within a governmental unit, except as may be 
provided in MCL 125.1519, as amended. 

(f) Interested person shall mean a natural person, limited liability company, 
partnership or corporation who has applied for a building permit and 
whose application has been refused, in whole or in part, by the enforcing 
agency, or a person, limited liability company, partnership or corporation 
which is the subject of any other decision of the enforcing agency made 
pursuant to or related to the Act or the Code.  

(g) Township shall mean the Township of Summit and its Board of Trustees.   

§ 156.05 Construction Code Board of Appeals. 

(a) Membership:  The Board of Appeals shall consist of five (5) members who 
shall be appointed by the Township Supervisor.  Members shall be 
qualified by experience or training in a manner consistent with the Act.  
Members shall serve a two (2) year term; except that the Supervisor may 
appoint a replacement in the event that a member resigns or is otherwise 
unable to serve.  The Supervisor may also appoint alternate members 
who may serve in the event of a conflict or the temporary absence or 
unavailability of a member, provided that the alternate is qualified as 
required by the Act.  

(b) Meetings:  The Board of Appeals shall meet on an ad hoc basis to consider 
appeals properly filed by an interested person or the person’s authorized 
agent in the manner provided by the Act, and which appeals are 
consistent with the jurisdiction conferred upon the Board of Appeals by 
the Act.  The Board of Appeals shall hear the appeal and shall render and 
file with the enforcing agency its decision within thirty (30) days after 
submission of the appeal as required by the Act and the provision of this 
Ordinance. 
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(c) Compensation:  The Township may, by resolution, provide for reasonable 
compensation to be paid to Board of Appeals members for attendance at 
hearings or discharge of other required duties; provided, however, that all 
members shall be compensated at an equal rate and the rate of 
compensation shall be consistent with the rate which is paid by the 
Township to members of other boards and commissions.  

(d) Open Meetings; Notice:  Public notice of the time, date and place of all 
Board of Appeals meetings shall be given in the manner required by the 
Open Meetings Act (Act No. 267 of P.A. of 1976, as amended).  The 
business which the Board of Appeals may perform shall be conducted at a 
public meeting of the Board of Appeals held in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act (Act No. 267 of P.A. of 1976, as amended).

(e) Official Record:  A record of decisions made by the Board of Appeals, 
properly indexed, and any other writing prepared, owned, used or in 
possession of, or retained by the enforcing agency for the Board of 
Appeals in the performance of an official function shall be made available 
to the public in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (Act No. 
442 of P.A. of 1976, as amended).  

 
§ 156.06 Conduct of hearings; procedures. 

(a) Filing:  An interested person, or that person’s authorized representative, 
may institute an appeal of the decision of the enforcing agency to refuse 
to grant, in whole or in part, an application for a building permit, or any 
other decision of the enforcing agency made pursuant to, or related to, the 
Act or the Code.  The request for appeal shall be in writing, and shall set 
forth the name and address of the interested party, the nature of the 
decision being appealed, the date the decision was rendered and a concise 
statement of the reason for the appeal.  The request for appeal shall be 
dated and signed by the interested party or his/her authorized 
representative.  For the purposes of instituting an appeal, failure of the 
enforcing agency to grant, in whole or in part, or to deny an application 
for permit within a maximum of fifteen (15) days, shall be deemed a 
denial of the application for purposes of authorizing the institution of an 
appeal.  Failure of an interested party to request an appeal in a timely 
manner will be considered a waiver of the appeal. 

(b) Fees:  The Township may, by resolution, establish a fee for the institution 
of an appeal, which fee shall not exceed the actual costs to the Township 
of administering the appeal, including compensation for Board of 
Appeals members and expenses for required public notices and 
publications. 
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(c) Hearings:  Hearings shall be conducted in an impartial manner without 
undue delay.  The Board of Appeals shall hear the appeal and render and 
file its decision with a statement of reasons for the decision with the 
enforcing agency from which the appeal was taken not more than thirty 
(30) days after submission of the appeal.  Failure by the Board of Appeals 
to hear an appeal and file a decision within the time limit is considered to 
be a denial of the appeal for purposes of authorizing the institution of an 
appeal to the commission.  A copy of the decision and statement of the 
reasons for the decision shall be delivered or mailed, before filing, to the 
party taking the appeal.

(d) Procedure:  The Township may establish procedures to be followed by the 
Board of Appeals insofar as those procedures do not conflict with the Act.  
Except as otherwise provided by the Act, or by any other applicable laws 
or ordinances, the Board of Appeals may by rules establish its own 
procedures. 

§ 156.07 Variances.  

(a) After a public hearing, the Board of Appeals may grant a specific variance 
to a substantive requirement of the Code if the literal application of the 
substantive requirement would result in an exceptional, practical 
difficulty to the applicant, and if both of the following requirements are 
satisfied:

(1) The performance of the particular item or part of the 
building or structure with respect to which the variance is 
granted shall be adequate for its intended use and shall not 
substantially deviate from performance required by the 
Code of that particular item or part for the health, safety 
and welfare of the people of the Township. 

(2) The specific condition justifying the variance shall be 
neither so general nor recurrent in nature as to make an 
amendment of the Code with respect to the condition 
reasonably practical or desirable. 

(b) The Board of Appeals may attach in writing any condition in connection 
with the granting of a variance that in its judgment is necessary to protect 
the health, safety and welfare of the people of the Township.  The breach 
of such a condition shall automatically invalidate the variance and any 
permit, license and certificate granted on the basis of it.  In no case shall 
more than a minimum variance from the Code be granted which is 
necessary to alleviate the exceptional, practical difficulty. 

§ 156.08 Notice. 
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Interested parties to an appeal or variance proceeding shall be given reasonable 
notice of the date, time, place and nature of hearing with a concise statement of 
the nature of the proceeding and the matters involved. 

§ 156.09 Other Duties of Board of Appeals. 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as preventing the Township from 
granting the Board of Appeals additional powers or duties not inconsistent with 
the Act or other applicable laws or ordinances.  

§ 156.10 Severability. 

Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such declarations shall 
not affect the validity of the Ordinance, as a whole or any part thereof which is 
not specifically declared to be invalid or unconstitutional. 

§ 156.11 Effective Date. 

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be necessary for the 
preservation of public peace, health, safety and welfare, and are therefore hereby 
ordered to take immediate effect and to be in full force from and after the first 
business day following the date of publication. 

§ 156.12 Publication. 

This Ordinance shall be immediately recorded by the Township Clerk in the 
Township Ordinance Book as soon as it is adopted, which record shall be 
authenticated by the signatures of the Township Supervisor and Township Clerk, 
and shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
Township within ten (10) days after its adoption. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of an Ordinance 
duly adopted by the Township of Summit, Jackson County, Michigan, at a regular meeting held 
at the Township Hall, located at 2121 Ferguson Road, Jackson, Michigan 49203, on the ________ 
day of _______________, 2022. 

I further certify that the following board members were present at the meeting:  

The following board members were absent:  

I further certify that board member ________________________________ moved for the 
adoption of the Ordinance and such motion was supported by board member 
_____________________________.

I further certify that the following board members voted in favor of the adoption of the 
Ordinance:  

I further certify that the following board members voted against adoption of the 
Ordinance:  

Meghan Dobben, Township Clerk
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